DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

However, that is not a necessity/5 And there was
a subject on which Uncle's heart was set which
she did not want to discuss.

It was the only subject affecting her intimately
on which she could not make up her mind.    She
was twenty now, and three years had elapsed since
the birthday party and ball her mother had given
at Kensington Palace when Albert had made  so
engaging an impression, and when, writing to her
uncle, she definitely implied that she accepted him
as her future husband.   She had not seen him since
and neither of them had yet shown any desire to
meet again.   Her life had undergone an enormous
change since then: she hugely enjoyed being Queen
of England, and she was not sure she would like to
be under a husband's control as a dutiful wife must
be.   She told Lord Melbourne that she did not wish
to marry for two or three or even four years yet, and
she called particular attention to her having made
no actual promise.   But in the meantime Albert was
being kept dangling, and he had intimated that he
did not intend to dangle for ever.   He had been re-
ceived with approval on their only meeting, but he
had remained on approval ever since,  and if the
goods, so to speak, were not going to be ordered,
they must be released.  Endless were her vacillations.
She thought the fact that Albert was younger than
herself (the difference being three months) was an
objection, and she reminded Melbourne that he him-
self did not like the match.  Eventually she consented
to see Albert again, on the understanding that she
was absolutely free to refuse him.   In October, 1839,
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